Howard Lee Cherniss
January 12, 1930 - October 7, 2019

Howard Lee Cherniss, 89, passed away on Monday, October 7, 2019. He was born on
Sunday, January 12, 1930 in Omaha, Nebraska to his parents, Leonard and Sadie
Cherniss. Howard was a loving father and devoted husband. Howard spent 35 wonderful
years married to Veda June Cherniss whom he married following the death of his first wife,
Marylin Cherniss, in 1980. Howard proudly served in the U.S. Navy in the early 1950's.
After following in his father’s footsteps as a printer he joined his brother in law in starting
KAY-CEE Egg Ranch in Hemet in 1960. At the peak of the operation, the farm had
120,000 laying chickens. In retirement, he operated another successful family business, a
cut-your-own Christmas tree farm. Throughout his life, Howard was active in many civic
and professional organizations, serving as President of both the Riverside County Farm
Bureau and San Jacinto Lions Club. His devotion to the San Jacinto Lions Club since
1973 is an example of his generosity with friends and family. He was always a willing
volunteer at the group's events and fundraisers. Howard considered everyone, with the
exception of a few agricultural inspectors, his friend. He was a true friend in need, whether
you required someone in your corner, a loan or a job, or just someone to talk to, he had
your back. He never had anything negative to say about anyone. He was also a rock of
support for all his biological and step children, grandchildren, nieces and nephews,
providing whatever they needed and instilling in them a strong work ethic and an ability to
think for themselves that sometimes caused lively political discussions at home. In
addition to enjoying friends, Howard and Veda enjoyed travelling. They took their
motorhome across country and visited every state except Maine. They also loved going on
cruises together. Howard also enjoyed social activities including bowling and cards.
Winning at cards, especially ‘Tic’, was one of his favorite hobbies. Howard had a huge
heart and loved everyone in his life, with a sense of humor that always had everyone
laughing. Howard will be missed by all that knew him, his faithful dog, and those not lucky
enough to have met him. Howard was preceded in death by his parents, Leonard and
Sadie, his sister, Mildred, and his brother, Lloyd. He is survived by his wife, Veda, his
children by Marylin Cherniss, David (Scott), Nancy (Peter), Jon (Michelle), and Veda’s
children, Jimmy, Tim, Janette (Tom) and Laura (Danny), as well as many grandchildren
and great grandchildren. A graveside service will be held on Wednesday, October 16,

2019 at 1:00 PM at the San Jacinto Valley Cemetery, 2555 S. Santa Fe Ave., San Jacinto,
California 92583. In lieu of flowers the family requests that donations be made to the San
Jacinto Lion's Club. P.O. Box 755, San Jacinto 92581.
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Comments

“

Alan Franzluebbers lit a candle in memory of Howard Lee Cherniss

Alan Franzluebbers - October 15 at 11:00 AM

“

Jerry and I were so sorry to hear about Howard's passing, and we are sending our
love to the family, and especially Veda.
We will always treasure our great memories together, especially Howard and his
Hannukah Bushes !!!!!!
Love and prayers, Jerry and Ann Smit

Gerard J Smit - October 14 at 07:33 PM

“

Magnificent Life Spray was purchased for the family of Howard Lee Cherniss.

October 14 at 02:30 PM

“

Sarah Blacklin lit a candle in memory of Howard Lee Cherniss

Sarah Blacklin - October 12 at 12:07 PM

“

As a colleague of Howard's daughter Nancy, I am saddened to learn of his passing
but note that he has had a very full life in his nearly 90 years. May all family members
find comfort in many treasured memories.

Steve Washburn - October 11 at 02:50 PM

“

Krystal Chojnacki lit a candle in memory of Howard Lee Cherniss

Krystal Chojnacki - October 11 at 10:58 AM

“

Wes and I want to express our sadness and send condolences to the Cherniss clan.
We met Howard and Veda several times here in Champaign-Urbana. It was inspiring
to see him working with Jon on his farm. He was a kind man. Our thoughts are with
the family.

Leslie Cooperband - October 10 at 10:28 PM

“

Stephanie Bell lit a candle in memory of Howard Lee Cherniss

Stephanie Bell - October 10 at 01:25 PM

