Erwin Nida
August 26, 1940 - February 4, 2019

Erwin T. Nida, 78 of Hemet, California passed away on Monday, February 4, 2019, at
Hemet Valley Medical Center in Hemet.
Erwin was born Monday, August 26, 1940 in Mandan, North Dakota. He was the son of
the late William and Margaret Nida, and the husband of Sandra Nida.
He served as a RD2 in the U.S. Navy from 1958 until 1964, and spent more than 25 years
as a ceramic tile contractor.
Erwin loved collecting and restoring Corvettes, his favorite being his silver 1963 split
window coupe with navy blue interior. He restored about a dozen Corvettes in his lifetime.
He was also a cat lover. For the past 50 years, the Nida household always had cats. Right
now, there are five house cats and the family is currently feeding 12 feral cats.
He was also a baseball fan, rooting for the L.A. Dodgers. In fact, Erwin and Sandra went
to a home Dodger’s game on the night that Sandy Koufax pitched one of his perfect
games, and the family has a baseball signed by Sandy Koufax and Dodgers pitcher Don
Drysdale.
After having a heart attack at age 35, open heart surgery at age 49 and 55, and 3 inplanted defibrillators from 1995 to 2001, he received a heart transplant in 2002 extending
his life for another 16 years. The Nida family is most grateful to the donor family for their
loved ones gift of life, and the Heart Transplant team at Loma Linda University Medical
Center, especially Maria, a heart transplant coordinator, whose vigilance over the years
helped keep him alive for so long.
Surviving are wife, Sandra Nida, sons, Jeff Nida and James Nida, sisters, Joanne White,
Beverly Nielson, Jacqualine Draeger and Janet Willis.
A visitation will be held on Thursday, March 14, 2019 from 4-8 p.m. at the Miller-Jones

Mortuary Chapel, 1501 W. Florida Avenue, Hemet. A funeral service will be held at the
Miller-Jones Mortuary Chapel on Friday, March 15 at 11:30 a.m. A graveside service will
follow at 1:45 p.m. at the Riverside National Cemetery, 22495 Van Buren Boulevard,
Riverside.
Interment will be in Riverside National Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, please send a memorial donation in Erwin's name to his favorite cat
sanctuary called Cat House On The Kings at cathouseonthekings.com or call 559-6380090.
Online condolences may be made to the family at www.miller-jones.com.

Events
MAR
14

Visitation

04:00PM - 08:00PM

Miller-Jones Mortuary & Crematory
1501 W. Florida Ave., Hemet, CA, US, 92543

MAR
15

Funeral Service

11:30AM

Miller-Jones Mortuary & Crematory
1501 W. Florida Ave., Hemet, CA, US, 92543

MAR
15

Graveside Service

01:45PM

Riverside National Cemetery
22495 Van Buren Blvd., Riverside, CA, US, 92518

Comments

“

He would always enjoy spending genuine time with me, even being a girl, out in his
garage. I remember him having the most patience, and always talking to me and
teaching me things, and he was always funny too. If it were in the house I always
remember him bringing in that big pink box of donuts into all of us kids. We didn’t
ever get donuts at home, so it was always a real treat. He was was always such a
gentle soul, one of the best uncles a girl could have. Those memories and more will
remain with me into my years and he will be deeply missed.

Melissa Mannebach - February 19 at 03:53 AM

“

TAK Naoki purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family of Erwin Nida.

TAK Naoki - February 15 at 02:30 AM

“

Lou, Terry, Anita Parker and family purchased the Fairest of All for the family of Erwin
Nida.

Lou, Terry, Anita Parker and family - February 13 at 02:08 PM

“

Erwin and I served together on board USS Stoddard DD-566. We graduated from
Radarman Class A school at Treasure Island in San Francisco Bay in separate
classes but were both there at the same time. We made two trips to the western
pacific together , stood countless 12 hour watches together, went on liberty together
and ate together for 3 years . Since we were about the same age (he was born in
August 1940 and I was born in October 1940) we really grew up together and he was
a brother to me. My condolences to his family, you will all be in my prayers as will
Erwin.

BYRON GOODWIN - February 10 at 02:27 PM

