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WILLIAM A. MAC MILLAN III
December 20, 1945---April 11, 2021
William A. Mac Millan III (Bill) was born to William and Vera Mac Millan in Newark, New
Jersey. At the age of 3 he moved with his parents and older sister, Vera Jean, to
California. They made their home in Yucaipa where Bill attended school in Dunlap Acres
and Yucaipa. Bill graduated from Yucaipa High School with the Class of ’63. He was the
drum major for the marching band marching in many parades. When he wasn’t leading the
band he was enjoying sports particularly baseball from Little League through the Colt
League, and on through high school.
Bill married Sheri Watson and to this marriage a daughter, Laurie Jean, was born. Sheri
died in the fall of 1969, and Bill continued with his work with Metropolitan Water District
which had begun in 1964 at Gene Camp, then to the plant in La Verne, and finally he
transferred to Lake Skinner. He finished 33 years as Assistant Superintendent in charge of
operations from Indio to Fallbrook.
He married Martha (Marty) Smalley in 1971 and they created two ranches, one in the
Diamond Valley prior to the beginning of Diamond Valley Lake and the other in the Sky
Mesa area. Each brought a great deal of joy to him. He was active in the Winchester
Harvesters 4-H Club with special projects as well as with the Sky Mesa Property Owners
Board. He enjoyed driving his tractor, Polaris, and motorhome. His special enjoyment was
working with wood making a host of projects, large and small.
He is survived by his wife, Marty; daughter, Laurie; sister, Vera Jean; two granddaughters,
Cassandra and Carissa; a grandson, Ryan; and a great granddaughter, Levi Rose.
A Memorial Service will be held at a later date.
In lieu of flowers a donation to the City of Hope would be appreciated.

Comments

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Ryan - June 16 at 04:18 PM

“

I just remember Billy as being a tall handsome guy that I admired so much. I was and
still am short and always wanted to be like him. Make God rest his soul. My most
sincere condolences to the family. He will always be one of the best.

Gary L. Murray Sr. - April 27 at 12:35 PM

“

"Billy," as his classmates and lifelong friends new him, was a nearby neighbor and
childhood friend from kindergarten through high school. After high school graduation,
he took an active part in helping to organize our class reunions, having served as our
Class of '63 treasurer. He kept track of our budget over many years and saw to it that
we had ample funds to provide our classmates with enjoyable reunions. He enjoyed
seeing his many old friends and members of the track team and other sports over the
years as we gathered at homes to reunite, the Yucaipa Regional Park for picnics,
and more recently at Oak Glen's Los Rios Rancho for our 55th and final class
reunion. His towering presence and ready smile, along with a big bear hug made
each classmate feel welcomed and remembered. At our planning meetings, he
generously paid for everyone's lunch or even dinners, always sharing small gifts of
writing pens or other "goodies" he would bring for the fun of bringing smiles all
around. He was an excellent conversationalist and could sit for hours engaged in
deep and meaningful discussions with classmates he had not seen in many years.
Always kind, complimentary, and interested in others, his loss is a great one and we
were fortunate to have grown up with such a fine young man and loving family man,
brother to Vera Jean, and devoted husband to Marty.

Pamela L Smyth - April 26 at 11:54 PM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Pamela L Smyth - April 26 at 11:28 PM

“

I remember the day Bill was born. It's hard to believe that he grew up to be 6'4" tall. I
have so many memories of our childhood together. One that I want to share is: Billy
was 3 years old and I was 6 years old. We were in the back seat of our car when it
broke down. We were on a crowded street in downtown Los Angeles. Billy stood up
at the back window and held up 3 fingers. Every car that passed us he told them that,
We got "free" cars and they "both" stuck. He made us all laugh, he was such a cute
little boy.
I don't know how we can go on without him, he was the Leader of our family.
Billy, we love you and will miss you forever.
Your loving sister, Vera Jean

Vera Jean Montez - April 21 at 04:33 PM

