Teresa Lynn Barnett
June 13, 1960 - July 6, 2019

On July 6, 2019, beloved mother, grandmother, daughter, sister, aunt, teacher, and friend,
Teresa Lynn Barnett passed away at the age of 59, after a courageous battle with colon
cancer.
Teresa was born on June 13, 1960, in the City of Industry. She moved to the San Jacinto
Valley in 1968, where she attended St. Hyacinth Academy and graduated from San
Jacinto High School.
Teresa married Rick Barnett and together they had two beautiful children, Keith and
Lauren.
After Rick's death in 1993, Teresa became a single mother and, determined to give her
children a good life, went back to college to earn her bachelor's degree and teaching
credential. She went on to earn her master's degree in teaching.
Teresa has been a beloved teacher with the San Jacinto Unified School District, where
she taught first grade students for nearly 30 years.
Education was an important part of her life and she made it a point to assist all of the kids
in the family with any school work, projects, and activities. When there was a graduation in
the family, Teresa was there for nearly all of them, even when graduations were out of
state and across the country.
Teresa never met a student that she could not reach through her unmatched teaching
skills. She was generally tasked with taking the high energy students, who needed extra
care, into her classroom because it was widely known that with Mrs. Barnett as their
teacher, they would thrive.
Teresa was known for her big heart and her optimism. She always had a kind word of
encouragement for anyone she met. Teresa's smile would light up a room. Throughout her

battle with this most devastating disease, Teresa always had a smile on her face. At her
last visit to the City of Hope, her doctor told her that she had the most beautiful smile and
that she was an angel here on Earth. He was not wrong.
Teresa's greatest joy in life were her children and grandchildren. Although losing their
mom and grandma is an unimaginable pain for her precious family, Teresa provided them
with a strong foundation of faith and love, which has been woven into a patchwork of
beautiful memories that will be in their hearts forever.
Teresa is preceded in death by her parents Joe and Jeannette Ward, husband, Rick
Barnett, father-in-law Glenn Barnett, and sister-in-law, Christine Ward. She is survived by
her son Keith (Kala) and daughter Lauren Baeza (Brandon); grandchildren Tanner, Ciara,
Bailey, Hailee, and Hudson; mother-in-law Connie Barnett; siblings Linda Skipworth, Mike
Ward (Joan), Pat Ward, Sue Ward, Julie Venable (Mike), John Ward (Carole), David Ward,
and Paula Allen (Robert); and many nieces and nephews.
Please join our family as we celebrate the beautiful life of our beloved Teresa. Rosary will
be held on Thursday, July 18, 2019 at 6:00 P.M.,at Miller-Jones Mortuary 165 West 7th
Street, San Jacinto CA. A Funeral Mass will be held on Friday, July 19, 2019 at 10:00
a.m., at Holy Spirit Catholic Church, 26340 Soboba Street, Hemet, followed by a
reception.
To honor her love of learning, in lieu of flowers, Teresa requested that donations be made
to sponsor students in the San Jacinto Valley Academy Forestry Challenge where her
grandson, Tanner, is the President, and she was the Legacy Founder.
Teresa's final request to her family, friends, and the community is a Public Service
Announcement of sorts. Please respect her journey by scheduling your colon cancer
screening.
San Jacinto Valley Academy
Forestry Challenge Club Program, Tanner Barnett, President In Memory of Teresa Ward
Barnett Legacy Founder
Attention: Business Dept.
480 N. San Jacinto Avenue
San Jacinto, CA 92583
All donations are tax deductible and donation receipts will be issued.

Events
JUL
18

Rosary

06:00PM

Miller-Jones Mortuary & Crematory, Inc.
165 West Seventh Street, San Jacinto, CA, US, 92583

JUL
19

Funeral Mass

10:00AM

Holy Spirit Catholic Church
26340 Soboba St., Hemet, CA, US, 92544

JUL
19

Reception

11:30AM

The Ramona Bowl
27400 Ramona Bowl Rd, Hemet, CA, US, 92544

Comments

“

Tony&Robin Llyod&Kim Tom&Audrey purchased the Beautiful Heart Bouquet for the
family of Teresa Lynn Barnett.

Tony&Robin Llyod&Kim Tom&Audrey - July 17 at 02:11 PM

“

Teresa’s life is the epitome of a life well lived. They say that you can gage a person’s
wealth by their friends and how loved they are, and she magnifies this principal. Her
faith resounded throughout her life up until her last breath. Her love for her family,
friends, and students was incomparable, as she loved freely, without judgement.
Teresa often loved the unlovable and transformed many lives because of her
unconditional acceptance.
I was blessed to have her in my life for 22 years, and although I was not ready to say
good bye; she has etched an indelible place in my heart. She truly is one of the most
extraordinary people that I have ever known. Her attributes are bountiful, her laugh,
humor, gentleness, spunky, and her deep and unwavering devotion to all those
blessed to know her, will never be forgotten.
Teresa was so selfless, always concerned about others, even when she was
profoundly suffering. She is one my greatest teachers in life, even in her darkest
hours, she remained positive and gracious. She is a warrior that was supported and
cared for by her amazing family and friends. I am truly a better person for knowing
her. Well done thy good and faithful servant. You are forever in my heart and soul.
Sunter McLaughlin

Sunter McLaughlin - July 15 at 06:13 PM

“

Theresa was one of the sweetest ,kindest ,giving people I know ,she will be so
missed by many. My condolences and prayers to all her family .Rest in peace sweet
Theresa, you will always be in my heart . Love you, Mary Venable

Mary Venable - July 12 at 04:00 PM

