Rose Ann Elkins
April 28, 1948 - November 7, 2021

Rose Ann Elkins (Lawson) also known as “MON” was born on April 28, 1948, in Mobile,
Alabama. She was the first born of nine children to James Lawson and Lee Ann Lawson
(Crumpton). She was a resident of Hemet CA since 1991. She passed away unexpectedly
at the age of 73 from lung cancer on Nov 7, 2021, at 7:15pm. She was surrounded by her
loving husband and family.
Rose Ann was raised in Pensacola, Florida, she graduated from Booker T. Washington
high school in 1966. While in high school she served as the secretary and member of the
Cooperative Education club (DCT) where she learned technical skills in business. She
used those skills to intern at a local library when she moved to Boston, Mass. to start her
educational career. She earned her bachelor’s degree at Boston University. While life led
her to San Diego, California. She was hired by National University in 1978 where she
earned her Master of Business Administration in 1979, Master of Arts in counseling in
1980, and found love in San Diego and married Lee Elkins in 1986, she completed her
Master of Arts in human behavior in 1989. Her life ended too soon before completing her
doctorate, this would have fulfilled a long-time dream.
She recently retired from National University after 41 years as a dedicated librarian, where
she had the opportunity to be a mentor, valuable scholar, and friend to many. Rose Ann
had a great love for books and encouraging others to learn. She enjoyed reading,
gardening, shopping, cooking, and spending time with family and friends. She hoped to
volunteer her time as a librarian at local elementary schools and libraries. She was also
looking forward to traveling, seeing new places, and visiting family and friends along the
way.
Rose Ann is survived by her husband Lee Elkins, niece (Daughter) Sharon McNeal of
Murrieta, Calif, Mother Lee Ann Crumpton of Pensacola, Fla., sisters Emma Turner of
Prichard, Alabama, Amanda Dunlap of Chicago, Ill., Betty Crumpton-Tyson of Pensacola,
Fla., and brothers Billy Crumpton and Robert Crumpton of Pensacola, Fla.

Rose is preceded in death by her grandparents Lewis and Amanda Lawson, her infant
daughter Rose Ann Elkins, father James Lawson, sister Barbara Jean Phillips, brothers
Willie James Lawson and Bobby Crumpton.
She is loved and will be remembered by her laughter, her beautiful smile and magnetic
personality.

Events
NOV
28

Visitation

01:00PM - 04:00PM

Miller-Jones Mortuary and Crematory - Moreno Valley
23618 Sunnymead Blvd, Moreno Valley, CA, US, 92553

NOV
29

Funeral Service

09:00AM

Miller-Jones Mortuary and Crematory - Moreno Valley
23618 Sunnymead Blvd, Moreno Valley, CA, US, 92553

NOV
29

Witness Burial

11:30AM

Riverside National Cemetery - Riverside
22495 Van Buren Blvd., Riverside, CA, US, 92518

NOV
29

Reception

12:30PM - 02:30PM

Miller-Jones Moreno Valley - Reception Room
23618 Sunnymead Boulevard, Moreno Valley, CA, US, 92553

Comments

“

Rose lived across the street from me, in Hemet, Ca, from '96 until we moved to
Arkansas in 2003. I looked forward to our weekly Saturday morning garage sale
runs. We would leave at 5am sometimes and not arrive home until 3 or 4 in the
afternoon. We both loved finding great deals and enjoyed sharing our finds with
others in our neighborhood. We often had lunch/dinner together and spent hours
chatting about our work week. She spent so many hours on the freeway commuting
from Hemet to San Diego for work. Rose often spoke of visiting us in Arkansas once
she retired. We kept in contact via phone for the past 18 years. Rose was a caring,
charasmatic, funny and truly kind soul. I only wish she had been able to fulfill her
dream of travel. I so would have loved seeing her kind eyes and big smile again.
Condolences to Rose's many friends and family members. The world lost a truly
beautiful soul too soon.

Angela Dapson - December 28, 2021 at 01:01 AM

“

Many condolences to Rose’s family and friends. We are all connected through a
beautiful soul who truly knew how to make the world a little brighter around her. I had
the pleasure of working for Rose as a library assistant at National University from
2017 to 2019. Though I might not have known Rose for very long, she left a lasting
impression on me and has inspired me to always have hope and look forward. We
shared alot of laughs and I know she has touched many lives, whether they be
through family, friends or strangers. Even after I moved on from NU and through
these tough times of strife, Rose never failed to reach out to me, whether it was by
text or leaving me a voice message. I only regret not giving her a caller sooner but
here I will say my goodbyes.
I’ll keep up the tradition of talking to myself, Rose, while you probably do so in
Heaven.
Your memory will never be forgotten,
Marian F.H.

Marian - November 29, 2021 at 05:01 PM

“

Rose is a dear friend and colleague since November of 1988. We weathered many
transitions of our library location, staff, and services. Through all our changes, Rose
was a constant force for grace, cheer, and willingness to step in to do what was
needed. I could always go to her when I needed institutional knowledge of who did
what. She was also the keeper of where past staff and their families were. As our
unofficial hostess for staff parties, she was unequaled. In your honor, Rose, I'm
celebrating your many gifts by making your favorite Louisiana Seafood Gumbo with
extra hot sauce.
Love and miss you dear lady.
Robin

Robin Lockerby - November 28, 2021 at 10:59 PM

“

I shall miss my dear friend Rose very much, although she felt more like a beloved
older relative than a friend. I always looked forward to seeing her when I came to
work at National University library, and I will always remember how cheerful and
encouraging she was to me. My greatest regret is that I did not remember to tell her
when I was last in Temecula this past summer because I didn't get a chance to see
her one last time (forgive me, Rose).
I pray that "The Lord our God will establish her soul in a place of brightness, a place
of refreshment, a place of rest, where all the righteous dwell". — This prayer petition
is part of the "Panakhyda", an Eastern Christian prayer service for those who have
fallen asleep in Lord.
With much love and sorrow — Marta Bachynsky
(May your Memory be Eternal; Вічная Пам'ять)

Marta Bachynsky - November 28, 2021 at 05:15 PM

“

I had the great privilege of working with Rose at National University Library for over
twenty years. During that time we became fast friends, a friendship which would last
through both of our retirements. Rose was always friendly and willing to help her coworkers. Her kindness and patience were inexhaustible.
In all of the years we worked together I never saw Rose lose her temper or speak
harshly to or about a co-worker or anyone for that matter. After her retirement Rose
and I remained in touch by phone talking often about our friends and how much we
missed being able to get together with them.
I know that all Rose’s many friends and family are are devastated by her loss.
People like Rose are so rare. I will miss her always. Please accept my deepest
condolences at het passing. She was one in a billion. Richard

Richard & Sara Schiff - November 28, 2021 at 03:11 PM

“

I had the opportunity to meet and become classmates and friends at Booker T. Washington
Jr and Sr
High School in Pensacola Fla.She was such a wonderful young lady to know. We
reconnected our friendship a few years ago and we would talk and text each other. It was
such a joy to talk with her. She will be missed dearly. Rest in peace Rose .Your friend and
classmate, Phyllis Reeves Mack
Phyllis Danielle Reeves Mack - November 29, 2021 at 08:57 AM

“

My condolences to the family, may your memories of her comfort you.
Jean Gray
Nash, Tn.

Jean Gray - November 26, 2021 at 11:20 PM

“

I had the pleasure of working with Rose over a 7-year period at National University
Library. Her bright smile welcomed all of us every day, even after her arduous 2-hour
drive from Hemet! Her positive outlook and steady composure were both an
inspiration and a lesson. I was happy when we later became friends and she visited
me in Nevada for a few days and had hoped for a return visit; I'm sorry that didn't
happen.
We can also remember her most memorable expressions:
"Be careful what you ask for."
"You get what you pay for."
"Thanks a million."
Yes, "Thanks a million" Rose for being in our lives. We miss you.
Gretchen Gabbert

Gretchen Gabbert - November 26, 2021 at 03:15 PM

“

To Rose's Family: Please accept my heartfelt condolences for the loss of your dear
Rose. She was a remarkable woman and we will all miss her bright smile and
positive attitude. Sincerely, Gretchen Gabbert

Gretchen Gabbert - November 26, 2021 at 03:07 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Rose Ann Elkins.

November 24, 2021 at 11:58 AM

“

"Rose bud", my friend, sister, confidant. I thank God for sending you into my life (99cents store, Hemet, CA). Our time together was so precious: watching DYI, going to
yard/estate sales, Costo, out-door swap meet etc. and of course 99-cent store (even
if we don't need anything) . You were a great listener and a positive person in my life,
My heart is broken with sorrow and I miss you so much.
My condolences go out to your husband and entire family.
God bless all of you.
Cynthia Adonis Prentice
Hemet, CA

Cynthia Prentice - November 23, 2021 at 01:11 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Rose Ann Elkins.

November 23, 2021 at 12:53 PM

“

Love, Leticia, Robin, and Janete purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of
Rose Ann Elkins.

Love, Leticia, Robin, and Janete - November 17, 2021 at 04:51 PM

“

Phillip Ballo purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Rose Ann Elkins.

Phillip Ballo - November 13, 2021 at 10:25 AM

