Philip Woodrow Eugene Taylor
March 26, 1932 - July 28, 2020

Philip Woodrow Eugene Taylor, 88, passed away on Tuesday, July 28, 2020, in Hemet,
California. He was born on Saturday, March 26, 1932 in Maine to his parents, Linwood
and Helen Taylor. He grew up on a farm with his family. After high school, Phil entered the
U.S. Army and was part of the 82nd Airborne Division. Phil went on to earn his Master's
Degree in Engineering. He spent over 50 years working as an engineer in the aircraft
industry. Phil was a highly intelligent and well-respected man in his career. Phil was also
an amazing father to his three children. After retirement, Phil reconnected with his longtime friend, Josephine "Josie" Thomas. They dated for over 20 years and Phil relocated to
Hemet, California full time when he started dating Josie. In July of 2017, Phil and Josie
tied the knot. Phil and Josie spent their time together travelling to Arizona and Big Bear,
and camping all over. Phil also loved taking his grandchildren on camping trips at the
beach and lake. Phil and Josie were active members of the Elk's Lodge as well. Phil and
Josie enjoyed playing different card games at home and while camping with their Elk's
Lodge friends too. In his spare time, Phil was an incredible handyman and woodworker. In
fact, Phil built tons of custom items for his family such as wagons and rocking horses for
all the grandkids. He was very skilled in architecture and building things from the ground
up. Phil was a more quiet and reserved man, but he had the kindest soul. He would help
anyone in need and would give the shirt off his back if someone needed it. Phil was a
remarkable man and his family will forever miss him. He was an amazing husband, father,
brother, grandfather, and great-grandfather. He was preceded in death by his parents,
Linwood and Helen Taylor, and his sisters, Phyllis and Peggy. Phil is survived by his wife,
Josie Thomas-Taylor, his children, Jay (Val) Taylor, Brook (Kathleen) Taylor, and Teresa
(Dennis) Green, his sister, Mary, his stepdaughters, Melody Dalthorp, and Tina Robbins,
and several nieces, nephews, cousins, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Comments

“

My condolences to all the family and friends of Philip, especially his wife, children
and sister. Cousin Philip was a class act, he was strong, patient and giving. Much
love being sent from The Stoodley Family (Candy, Holly, Wendy).

Wendy Stoodley - July 31 at 11:05 PM

“

I love you so much Grandpa Phil. Thank you for being the best amazing great
grandpa I could ask for. Watching you and my grandma get married was a day I’ll
never forget!! Thank you for all the fun memories I have from the camping trips, lake
trips, and even when you took me and my friend to a concert in Arizona bc we
couldn’t drive lol. You also took us tubing down the river and I’ll never forget how
much fun we had. Thank you for it all. I hope I made you proud. I love you.

Aerial Priest - July 30 at 03:51 PM

“

Recent memories of my uncle... visiting him in Hemet with his sister Mary, going to
the beach with his Big sister Phyllis ( and the rest of us) and a picture with his name
sakes James Philip and Gabriel Philip

Penni Romano - July 30 at 01:37 PM

“

I will miss you Grandpa Phil! You were an amazing man! You had the sweetest and
kindest soul. Thank you for loving us all! My grandma had an amazing and wonderful
life with you! She has many memories that she will cherish forever. You came into
her life at the perfect time. You truly will be missed!

Brandi Weaver - July 29 at 10:20 PM

“

He was the best man, father and role model a son could ever ask for. I will always
admire his warmth and compassion for everyone around him. He genuinely cared
about you and you knew it. I once told him that it bothered me that I couldn't tell him
how I felt about him because it felt uncomfortable and awkward. He said that growing
up in Maine the culture was just never to say the words I love you. It was always
known but people just didn't say it. However, understood why this bothered me and
from that moment on, it was OK to tell my dad that I loved him and he always
returned the sentiment. My dad was ALWAYS there for Terri, Brook and I. He never
once let us down. While struggling with math in school, he spent hours on the phone
with me helping me understand key subjects. I know without a doubt that my success
in college was directly due to his help in class as well as the determination he
instilled in me to not give up. I owe everything I am today to him. One of my favorite
memories was our trip to Maine. I told him I wanted to take him back to his home
town so he could share memories of where he grew up. He took me to the places he
went to as a teen, his swimming hole, the street to he grew up on, the only light pole
in the town that my grandfather turned on/off as part of his job. When we tried to get
in to Canada to see the dance halls he went to as a teenager, they didn't let us in
because my dad (at 75 was too much a hooligan). There is a massive hole in my
heart today that cannot be filled but the lasting memories of him will stay with me
forever. Thank you dad for everything you have done for me. No words will ever be
enough to express how important you are to me and how much I love and will miss
you. My only regret is that a lifetime was not long enough to spend with you. Your
loving son.

Jay Taylor - July 29 at 09:40 PM

“

5 files added to the album Memories Album

Jay Taylor - July 29 at 09:18 PM

“

3 files added to the album Memories Album

Jay Taylor - July 29 at 09:18 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear about Uncle Philip passing. He was such a gentle kind man
who would go out of his way to help anyone in need. He treated his sisters like
queens whenever he saw them and always called them on their birthdays every year
even though they were thousands of miles away for most of their adult lives. He will
be greatly missed by his family ! I want to send my condolences to his wife Josie and
his children ( my cousins) Terri Green , Brook Taylor, Jay Taylor and their families .
You are in my thoughts and prayers

Penni Romano - July 29 at 11:02 AM

