Michael Paul
September 18, 1959 - July 9, 2020

Michael Paul, 60 from San Jacinto, CA died July 9, 2020 after a long courageous battle of
cancer. He was born Friday, September 18, 1959 in Oildale, CA to his late father and
mother, Leo and Joyce Paul. He spent is youth growing up in Porterville CA where he
graduated from Porterville High School in 1977. He was a long-time resident of San
Jacinto CA. He was loved and respected throughout the San Jacinto Valley.
Michael worked as a superintendent at Valley Wide Recreation and Park District for thirtytwo years. He was actively involved in building and designing the programs that include
numerous sports activities for the youth in the area. In addition to his career at ValleyWide, he worked as a coach for San Jacinto High School which allowed him to have
friendships that spanned five generations and continued until his death. Those who knew
and worked with him respected him and considered him a close friend.
Michael had many great loves in his life which include cooking, traveling, movies,
concerts, Las Vegas and surprising those he loved with those gifts. Michael had a
philanthropist heart and found giving was his greatest enjoyment. He ensured no one went
without which includes writing 400 letters as Santa Claus to Children.
Michael was a great listener and helped people until the day he died. No matter the
situation, if he was aware, he was there to help. He will be missed by his family, friends
and the entire community.
Michael is survived by his sister Diana Lujan and her spouse Hamid Aghad, of San
Jacinto and his brother Tim Paul and his wife Cathy Paul of Knoxville, TN. He was residing
with his nieces Mandy Lujan, Andrea Lujan and cousin Angela Noel. He is also survived
by his Aunt, Uncle, nieces, nephews, many cousins, great-nieces and nephews – all who
loved and adored him.
In honor of Michael Paul, a Youth Sports Scholarship has been created to help the
children in our valley. In lieu of flowers, please feel free to contribute to the Michael Paul
Youth Scholarship Fund. You can make contributions at any Bank of Hemet Branch.

Comments

“

Michael Paul Family, you are in our thoughts and prayers as we remember the deep
impact Michael had on our lives. Michael had a calling to serve his community and it
was a gift to have him as a leader to worthy causes in our community. At Valley-Wide
we work alongside many amazing people who put the youth and community first, and
Michael was the fabric of this spirit.
When it came to recreation sports, he was engaged, supportive, encouraging and a
strong presence with a kind-heart. He not only understood the game, he was the
ultimate coach who possessed the capability to inspire his players in every scenario.
Michael elevated the Valley-Wide team to new heights and led us to victory on many
fronts with his passion for the youth in our community. Michael will always be in our
hearts and we know he is looking over us with delight ensuring the youth of our
community are receiving award-winning recreation, something he strived for every
day.
The loss of Michael Paul is profoundly felt, and our hearts are broken as the world is
so much less without him. May Michael Rest in Peace, after his courageous battle,
and his legacy shall remain an inspiration for our community, and especially the
youth.
All our love,
Dean Wetter, and your entire Valley-Wide Recreation Family.

Dean Wetter - July 22 at 11:28 AM

“

Thank you for that. He loved his job for sure.
Diana Lujan - July 25 at 02:08 PM

“

Mike was so much more than one of my best friends. He was also an advisor,
counselor, educator, coach, teacher, giver, and he was part of my family. Quite
honestly, I looked up to him as another father figure in my life. He was always there
for me and my family, no matter what day or time. I have a million and one memories
I could share about Mike, and I’m going to make sure to share those memories with
my future kids. Mike, I love you and I know you will always watch over us up there in
heaven. God has called you home and now we have an angel watching over us.
You’re the best Mike, all love.

Kristopher Acevedo - July 18 at 01:47 AM

“

“

Thank you for sharing this so wonderful
Diana Lujan - July 19 at 10:43 AM

Prayers to Michael's family. My son & his friends began playing at Valley Wide
around 1989 & played until high school. There they made life long friends! And
Michael is a big part of their memories, as well as mine! He was a very good teacher
& coach - he taught them all good sportsmanship (it was too late for me
unfortunately!) He was a blessing to all who knew him

Brenda McGowan - July 17 at 11:33 PM

“

Thank you for sharing this
Diana Lujan - July 19 at 10:40 AM

“

I worked with Michael for many years. First as a volunteer..then as a Rec Supervisor
at Valley wide. I remember, when we signed one of our four sons up for t-ball, he told
us, your son can play, but I need you to coach....and then it began. The next ten
years, Valley Wide became a second home. Michael became a great friend. He was
tireless and worked (or for him, it was play) everyday. We left the area in 2001, but
the memories of every program, every haunted house and every team, will stay with
me always. You will be missed...such an impact you had on all of Valley's
youth.....You were the gift that God gave to all of us and now you are home. With
love, Debi Willcoxon and family

DebnRon Willcoxon - July 17 at 09:40 AM

“

“

Thank you for sharing. I love reading about my brother.
Diana - July 17 at 01:17 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Roberto Navarro - July 16 at 10:19 PM

“
“

Oh wow. That goes way back for sure. Thank you for that.
Diana - July 17 at 01:18 PM

Michael Paul what a great dedicated guy. Valley-Wide named Regional Gym after him. So
very fitting. I was lucky to know him.
Tom Wilson - July 20 at 05:36 PM

