George Houston Gray
September 28, 1933 - July 18, 2020

George Houston Gray passed away on Saturday, July 18, 2020 at Eisenhower Medical
Center in Rancho Mirage, California. He was born in Salt Lake City, Utah during the Great
Depression on September 28, 1933 to Donald Gray and Janet Clark Preston (Hunter)
Gray.
George and his family spent most of his growing years in Hawthorne, California. One of
his very first jobs was delivering newspapers on his motor scooter for the Los Angeles
Times. George’s parents instilled in him the value of hard work, responsibility, discipline,
loyalty, and dedication. During his lifetime, George was able to achieve each of these
noble traits with great honor.
Education was extremely important to George throughout his life. He graduated in 1951
from Leuzinger High School in Lawndale, California. George attended Brigham Young
University and El Camino Community College for his undergraduate education and
received his Doctor of Dental Surgery from University of Southern California School of
Dentistry in 1957.
Directly after graduation, George and his new little family moved to Hemet, California to
open a dental practice. He served the dental needs of countless valley residents for over
57 years before retiring.
George was a life-long member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. He
had a strong testimony of his Savior and readily shared it with all he knew. He served
faithfully and diligently in all of his church callings his entire life. Some of the many callings
he had included: deacon’s quorum advisor, member of the stake high council, seminary
teacher, councilor in the stake presidency, bishop (twice), home teacher, and ministering
brother. His last calling was that of stake patriarch, with over 500 blessings given. Many of
his grandchildren had the remarkable privilege of receiving their patriarchal blessing from
him.

He was a proud member of The Boy Scouts of America, starting the scouting program at
an early age. He raised and taught all of his boys (and some grandson’s too) what it
meant to be a good scout. George achieved the highest honor in scouting by successfully
earning his Eagle Scout in his youth. He later went on to serve as the Scoutmaster for the
Hemet valley. George perfectly emulated the scout oath in his life as it states: “On my
honor, I will do my best to do my duty to God and my country and to obey the scout law; to
help other people at all times; to keep myself physically strong, mentally awake, and
morally straight.”
George loved his wife, Krystyne, more than anything. He would often be found supporting
her in her endeavors within the community or sharing stories of adoration for her to their
children.
George had many talents and hobbies. He had a beautiful talent for oil painting. He gave
many of his paintings as gifts to his family and friends. You knew you were someone
special if you received a George Gray original!
To say that gardening was a passion and talent of his would be an understatement. He
loved getting his hands in the soil and growing all things beautiful. His yard was his
reward, and gave him many hours of enjoyment. His family affectionately called him “The
Lizard” because he would stay outside most days working on his yard even in the Hemet
heat.
George was blessed with a talent for music of all kinds, but he was best known for playing
the accordion. He started playing the accordion as a small boy. It was a tradition to have
him play for family gatherings and especially on Christmas Eve. It was one of the
highlights for the holidays!
George was an expert snow-skier. There were many trips to Mammoth Lakes for skiing
during the winter months with both family and friends. Other sports he loved to participate
in were tennis, playing/umpiring mens slow pitch softball, playing/refereeing basketball,
golf, and competing in the Senior Olympics in Hemet. Aside from participating in his
favorite sports, George loved cheering on his favorite team, the USC Trojans. USC
football was a staple on Saturday’s during football season and he was always a loyal fan.
Yet, nothing made him more proud than watching his grandchildren and greatgrandchildren compete and perform in any activity that made them happy. He was the
ultimate supportive grandparent.
Playing games with family and friends was probably George’s most beloved pastime of all.

He loved playing just about any game, but by far his favorite was the card game “Rook.”
Countless treasured memories were forged in the minds of all that knew him from latenight hands of Rook. Much to the chagrin of all those who played against him, George
always dominated the game and rarely lost. Many will fondly remember him for his
extreme competitive spirit and will to succeed, no matter what the game or challenge. He
always played by a particular set of rules that later infamously became known to many
across the country as “George Gray Rules.” His legacy will live on forever in the hearts of
all those that knew and loved him.
Proceeding him in death are his parents, Donald & Janet Gray; brothers, John & Donald
Gray; sister, Janet (Gray) Kearns; son, George Gray Jr.; first wife, Margie (Hough) Gray;
and father-in-law, Neil Gibby.
George is survived by his loving wife of nearly 43 years, Krystyne (Gibby) Gray; 10
children, Scott & Ann (Tingey) Gray, Brad Gray, Dallas & Teresa (Gavin) Gray, Brad &
Kelly (Gray) Fisher, Brian & Holly (Gray) Caskey, Chris Francis, Dana & Anthony FrancisAlbano, Jamie & Heidi (Francis) Waller, Josh & Jennifer (Gray) Hill, Ryan & Laura (Gray)
Stephens; his sister, Mary (Gray) Westover; mother-in-law, Betty (Bailey) Gibby); brothers
and sisters-in-law, Shirley (Robertson) Gray, Jim Gibby, Steve & Pamela Gibby, Lon &
Mary Ann (Bickley) Gibby, Alan & Sharon (Eastwood) Gibby, Lance & Dawna (Gibby)
Montgomery, Steve & Jan (Gibby) Bailey, and Dan Gibby; 43 grandchildren, 45 great
grandchildren (and counting), and numerous nieces and nephews.
“Be someone’s sunshine when their skies are Gray”

Loving farewell for George H Gray Live stream on July 31, 2020 from 9:00am to 10:30 am.
First Link
https://vimeo.com/442882374/5744c642aa
Second Link
https://vimeo.com/443429821/b6b7903420

Comments

“

I remember at age 69. George walked into the club to play a game of Racquetball.
Me being an over confident young and strong 22yo thought to take it easy on an old
man. Well he really put me square in my place.. made me run all over the court. I left
the court that day humbled truly. He really got a kick out of watching me run. Later
when we were in the locker room joking about it together, he noticed a tattoo on my
shoulder. I was pretty embarrassed by it, because I have know him my whole life and
been raised to discourage tattoos. When I looked ashamed, he put his hand on my
shoulder and said “some of the best men I have ever known had a tattoo”. I believe
he was referring to his own father. I really appreciated that and have always admired
him, his wife and his daughters that I grew up with. Joe Fiorito

Joseph Fiorito - October 06 at 07:17 PM

“

One of the most decent, loving human beings. I felt his love and kindness, the
moment I met him. A person who understood our existence on Earth. A role model to
all of us. A great loss to the community. To his family and loving wife, my
condolences.

Virginia G Moore - September 13 at 01:11 AM

“

I worked for Dr. Gray as a hygienist for one year before I moved into a periodontal
practice. Dr. Gray was a nice man who was quite talented at his chosen profession.
He was actually quite the artist which any truly good dentist must be.
I'd like to offer my condolences to his family. I'm glad he had such a wonderful long
life.
Sue Kaitukoff BS/RDH

Susan Kaitukoff - August 13 at 07:15 PM

“

I have spent less than a handful of times with George. I know him through Dana and
my my brother Tony. The first time I met George he made sure to welcome me and
tell me how much he loved my brother. I was so proud. I could not help and notice
that he had all ages of family flocked around him each and every time I was around
telling stories and or listening to them. There was always so much love. The one
memory that stands out for me is when George was a minister for Derek and
Cassie’s wedding. His words of wisdom, love and devotion to God had me in tears.
How lucky this young couple were to have that special moment shared by their
Grandfather! Looking at all the pictures, and and reading the posts I have to say that
George made a very powerful impact on every person’s life he touched. May the
Grey family find comfort knowing George is resting in the living arms of Jesus.

Linda Schouten - August 02 at 07:56 AM

“

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the family of George Houston Gray.

August 01 at 10:01 PM

“

WHAT A WONDERFUL MAN DR GRAY Was! He and His son did a root canal on me
one Saturday afternoon...he came in after hanging wall paper at home, and I had
worked part of a shift at the hospital. Thanks to Patti Duffy for setting up my
appointment Dr Gray became my dentist that day until he retired. He was kind and
gentle, took his time. I was lost when he retired and heartbroken to not be able to still
see him. What a beautiful man. My best warm wishes to Dana and the whole family,.
If I missed him I can only imagine how much you must miss him now. Until we meet
again, good bye Dr Gray.....

Marylin Angeloff - August 01 at 09:49 PM

“

My name is Sheri Gray, I I am the daughter-in-law and dental assistance for seven years
For George Gray. He taught me everything I know about dentistry. Was able to get my xray, Registered dental assistant and coronal polish license Because of working in his office.
Because he was an artist George went the extra step and trimmed all of his dies when it
came to making crowns. The crowns he had made me his last 25 to 30 years. He was
amazing Dentist, father-in-law it will be a mess so much. It’s a matter fact I miss that whole
office what a great team everyone is in Dr. Gray‘s office
sheri gray - August 05 at 12:52 PM

“

George Gray will never be forgotten. He will always live in the memory of the many of
us who crossed his path. He was such an influence for good in our lives. His kind
smile and wise ways will always be remembered. He was a pillar of faith and
dedication in all of our Church congregations. My family and I send our love to his
family for sharing him with us through out so many years. Our father in Heaven must
be very pleased with his very dedicated life to the work of salvation. May the Lord
bless his family in this trying time in which we all had to say good-bye and "until we
meet again at Jesus feet."
Love,
Kurt / Catalina Leavitt and family.

Catalina Leavitt - July 31 at 02:40 PM

“

Thank you for allowing us to be part of Cousin Georges service.....online ..all the way
from Scotland. I especially enjoy the hymn " nearer my God to thee". we sing it in the
Church of Scotland.
May your memories of happier times, help you through the difficult days ahead.
take care of each other.
Christine Taylor Smith

christine smith - July 31 at 01:42 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of George Houston Gray.

July 31 at 11:57 AM

“

When we moved to Hemet in 1966 for my father to begin his medical practice, Dr.
Gray was our family dentist and neighbor.
We will forever remember his smiling face and kind ways.
Sending positive thoughts and prayers to all who love him.
Cindie Lee-Melonson

Cindie Lee Melonson - July 31 at 11:36 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of George Houston Gray.

July 31 at 07:15 AM

“

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of George Houston Gray.

July 30 at 11:53 PM

“

George was always so kind to me. When we would hug, it was like I was the only
person there with him. Sometimes I’d start pulling away and he would pull me closer
for longer. It was the most beautifully awkward experience.
George was an amazing example of how to be a good husband, a good man, and a
great stepdad. I will always strive to be better in everything I do. I love you George.
You will never be forgotten.

Anthony Albano - July 30 at 10:46 PM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Miller-Jones Mortuary & Crematory - July 30 at 03:18 PM

“

Vivid Recollections was purchased for the family of George Houston Gray.

July 30 at 12:44 PM

“

I am so sorry and sad about George’s passing. He was definitely one of the good
ones and I was lucky to know him, even if for a short time, he made an impact. He
always made me feel welcomed and loved with a big smile and even bigger hug. He
will be missed...
peace love and comfort
Anni Albano

Anni Albano - July 30 at 09:51 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of George Houston Gray.

July 30 at 09:42 AM

“

Wonderful memories of my Dad. He had such a great love for his family and always
a good laugh! I love him for his integrity, his testimony our Savior Jesus Christ and
for his complete obedience To his teachings He helped me get 2 sons through their
Eagle Scout and was able to watch him receive a Green Beret ! He has a grandson
that shares his name and now a great grandson! He was the center of our family! His
sage advice was always given with wisdom and love. Our weekly conversations were
always filled with laughter and love. Most importantly, he was my Dad! I’ve always
been a Daddy’s girl, so this is going to be very difficult, but I know where he is and
I’m grateful the plan of salvation! Until we meet again! “God be with you till we meet
again”!

Kelly Fisher - July 29 at 06:46 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of George Houston Gray.

July 29 at 04:50 PM

“

Sweet Sincerity was purchased for the family of George Houston Gray.

July 29 at 01:07 PM

“

We admired George and Krystyne greatly as caring and thoughtful neighbors. As our
dentist he removed my son Faizal’s wisdom teeth and later that day walked over to
the house to check on him. We were so touched by his concern and always valued
his genuine kindness and caring ....May Gods angels embrace him now
Naz Kassamali

Naz Kassamali - July 29 at 11:53 AM

“

Subbarayan Krishnan MD and Tin Tun MD purchased the Pink Tribute Spray for the
family of George Houston Gray.

Subbarayan Krishnan MD and Tin Tun MD - July 28 at 03:24 PM

“

3 files added to the album Memories Album

Murial Dufresne - July 28 at 03:16 PM

“

I knew George on many levels, dentist, respected adult, church leader, coach,
softball pitcher, customer. He always made me feel important to him, he always
asked about my family, and would tell anyone near a story involving me.
He set a great example for us all to follow. I will miss his infectious smile, and warm
spirt!

Ray Packham - July 26 at 08:57 PM

“

I am grateful to have known Dr. George Gray. We was an amazing man. I worked
with him for five years before he retired and loved when he came to visit us in the
office weekly for the past five years. I loved the smile that he always had on his face
and for all the hugs and positivity he would bring to the office. He had and always will
have a special place in my heart and will forever be missed.

Lynn Mackie - July 26 at 03:09 PM

“

Love, The Families from Del Mar Hills Academy purchased the Peaceful White Lilies
Basket for the family of George Houston Gray.

Love, The Families from Del Mar Hills Academy - July 26 at 11:00 AM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of George Houston Gray.

July 25 at 10:49 PM

“

We will always remember George with His radiant smile, twinkle in his eye, and an
embracing spirit. All our seven children had the privilege of receiving their patriarchal
blessings from George and he always made each of them feel the tremendous love
the Lord has for each and everyone of us. He will always have a special place in our
hearts.

Angela Elsmore - July 25 at 01:23 AM

“

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of George Houston Gray.

July 24 at 02:38 PM

“

8 files added to the album Memories Album

Jennifer Hill - July 24 at 12:38 AM

“

Although I never met Dr. Gray in person, I grew up with George's children, Chris and
Dana Francis. I know he was highly regarded as a dentist and as a wonderful man in
the town I grew up in. I send my deepest condolences to his family and friends, as
well as prayers for healing during this difficult time. Sincerely, Julie (Herzog) Redler.

Julie Redler - July 23 at 09:28 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of George Houston Gray.

July 23 at 06:46 PM

“

Veronica purchased the With Distinction for the family of George Houston Gray.

Veronica - July 23 at 03:53 PM

“

George was one of my heroes. I knew him from my childhood. He was always
interested in helping young people, all people really, to succeed. As a young adult, I
worked in his office for several years. During that time, he fell in love with and
married his beautiful, Krystyne. While they were dating, she would sometimes drop
by the office to see him. He was over the moon. He tried to play it cool, but I
remember a grown man almost giddy with excitement to have found someone so
wonderful! He loved his family, he loved the restored gospel of Jesus Christ, he loved
life! He never lost his sense of adventure. I was privileged to tag along on some of
those adventures. Thank you, George. I moved away from California in 1989 but I
often saw him when I came back to visit. He was always so kind, complimenting my
beautiful children or grandchildren. He was a rock! Except for the fainting! That was
the only thing he did that reminded us that he was human like the rest of us. Other
than that, he was a machine! It’s great to know that we’ll cross paths again! Love to
all of you that love him most! You are his incredible legacy!

ChiefandSugar Rock - July 22 at 11:26 PM

“

I loved George, and Krystyne, too. When we moved to Hemet, they treated us so
kindly. We became such good friends. They did so much for us and we always
looked up to them. My favorite memory is when he challenged me in a game of
racquetball. We both knew he could beat me, but I like a challenge. He let me have
about 6 points before putting on the steam. Well, he gave me one too many and I
ended up beating him by one point. He told me to never tell anyone. Well, I started
hearing about it and I never told anyone. So, guess who spilled the beans? They
were such good friends and I will miss him and hope to reconnect with Krystyne. We
all know George will be an instrument in Gods hands on the other side. Love you
both so much. God bless you!

Karla Barkle Waldner - July 22 at 11:23 PM

“

George was a wonderful friend, neighbor and Dentist for many years. We loved him
and will miss him greatly.
Larry and Cindy Kinney

larry kinney - July 21 at 03:56 PM

