Clarence Orval Selders
January 25, 1926 - November 16, 2019

Clarence Orval Selders passed away peacefully on November 16, 2019, at the age of 93.
He suffered a minor heart attack and never recovered. He died peacefully at Rancho
Springs Medical Hospital in Murrieta, CA surrounded by his two daughters and his son-inlaw.
Orval was born on a farm homestead on January 25, 1926, in Pottowattomie County,
Iowa. He was the second child born to Clarence Leroy Selders and Gertrude (Peters)
Selders. He is survived by his two daughters, Denise Diane Selders (of Loveland, CO)
and Karla Selders Paterson and her husband, William J. Paterson (of Murrieta, CA); three
grandchildren, Rory Case, Niall Case and Nolan Case, as well as two step grandchildren;
Allissa Paterson and Brice Paterson.
He was preceded in death by his lovely wife of 67 years, Alice (Blair) Selders; his father,
Clarence Leroy Selders; his mother Gertrude (Peters) Selders; his step-father, Ralph
Nelson ; and his sister, Edith Selders.
Orval grew up on a farm outside of Griswold, Iowa. He worked the farm and rode a horse
to school until he was eight years old. He developed a passion for cars at an early age
and each time his parents went to town for supplies, he slipped away to the car dealership
and vowed to someday become a car designer. The family lost the farm in The Great
Depression and his father moved many times within Iowa to find work. Orval attended nine
schools by the time he graduated from Omaha Vocational High School in 1943. He left
High School quickly to enlist in the Navy, rather than being drafted. After boot camp in
Farragut, Idaho, he was sent to Moscow, Idaho to learn Morse Code at the Naval Radio
Operator School, because he was one of the few men who could type proficiently. He was
assigned as a Radioman to the LST 1032 and was sent to the Invasion of Iwo Jima, in
February of 1945. His ship was one of the few that survived and their ship’s flag was the
flag that was flown in the iconic picture of the marines raising the flag on Mount Suribachi.
Orval had met Alice Blair on a blind double date while on leave from the war and oddly the
two of them were matched with someone else during the date. They fell for each other
immediately, but Orval was afraid to get too serious because he didn’t know if he’d live
through the war. As soon as the war ended, Orval returned to Omaha and he and Alice
began dating. Within months they were married.

Orval used the GI bill to attend the University of Nebraska, pursuing Mechanical
Engineering. But Orval had never given up his dream to become a car designer and while
attending the University, he applied and was accepted to Art Center College of Design, in
California. After graduating, Orval went to work for Raymond Loewy, at StudebakerPackard in South Bend, Indiana. He often recalled how much he enjoyed working for Mr.
Loewy. When the company became financially strained, they released Mr. Loewy and
Orval began looking for a job with the Detroit automotive companies. He was initially hired
by Chrysler as a designer, but he changed his mind at the last minute and took a position
at General Motors in 1955.
Orval worked for General Motors for over 25 years and cherished all of the friends and
acquaintances he made there. Upon retiring, he worked for his good friend, Larry Shinoda
at Mr. Shinoda’s design studio in Michigan. In 1988, Orval and Alice moved to Palm
Springs, CA and resided there for 31 years in their home. They loved the climate and
Orval welcomed the ability to visit and teach at Art Center College of Design, which had
now built a school in Pasadena, CA.
Orval spent some time in China and Indonesia in the late 80’s and early 90’s, helping and
teaching their early car designers on how to set up design studios. In his lifetime, he met
so many wonderful artists and designers and kept in touch with many up to the day he
passed away. He was an avid social media user and even on his last day he was keeping
up with his friends’ activities.
Following cremation, a family graveside service will be held at San Jacinto Valley
Cemetery located at 2555 S. Santa Fe Ave. San Jacinto, CA 92583 on Monday, January
6th at 1:00 P.M.

Events
JAN
6

Graveside

01:00PM - 01:30PM

San Jacinto Valley Cemetery
2555 South Santa Fe Avenue, San Jacinto, CA, US, 92583

Comments

“

Orval Selders was my grandfather. He was always very supportive of my brothers
and I, we always enjoyed spending time with him and listening to his many stories of
car design, the war, and his travels around the world. He will be dearly missed. Here
is a photo of his graveside service.

Niall Case - January 07 at 05:50 PM

“

“

Niall, Thank you for sharing your memories of grandpa and this cool photo!
Denise Selders - January 16 at 10:17 PM

I met Orval when getting ready for the 2006 45th Anniversary of the introduction of
the Avanti, an event where he was introduced to the association. During later times
when visiting Orval Alice would caution him to "not talk too much." The only thing
was he had an interested audience and we didn't care how much he talked. It was
never boring. He had much to share. His was a life well lived.

Stephen A. Montgomery - November 29, 2019 at 04:24 PM

“

“

Thank you, Stephen. I loved working with Raymond Loewy on the Studebaker.
Denise Selders - December 14, 2019 at 10:14 PM

Orval's passion for automotive design was plain to see for all who knew him, but he
also loved to drive those cars. I remember a visit to the GM test track in the late 70's
when Orval arranged for us to drive a sporty Opel. I wish he had a chance to see
FORD vs. FERRARI, which he would have enjoyed.
Rest in Peace,
-Bill Hoyt

Bill Hoyt - November 28, 2019 at 11:48 AM

“

Thank you for sharing your memories of my Dad. He always enjoyed spending time with
you, Bill.
Denise Selders - December 14, 2019 at 10:13 PM

“

So close yet so far. I live in Murrieta and was at the car show, showing my
Studebaker at the Art Center College of Design in Pasadena, California, 2015, when
Mr. Selders was there. Even found a photo of him checking out my car. If only I had
known. Rest in Peace Mr. Selders.

Dan Scott - November 26, 2019 at 05:42 PM

“

“

Thank you.
Denise Selders - November 28, 2019 at 09:48 AM

i worked with Orval in Advanced Studio 1 from 1973-1980. Orval was the chief
engineer in the studio and was part of a wonderful team, keeping us informed on
engineering issues and understanding our needs. He was a fun and kind person. I
truly enjoyed him and his stories about Mr Loewy. My condolences to the familyDavid mcIntosh

David McIntosh - November 25, 2019 at 03:55 PM

“

“

Thank you.
Denise Selders - November 28, 2019 at 09:49 AM

Barb and Geza Loczi family purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the
family of Clarence Orval Selders.

Barb and Geza Loczi family - November 24, 2019 at 12:53 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Syd Mead - November 23, 2019 at 03:42 PM

“

Thank you for your condolences, Syd and Roger.
Denise Selders - November 24, 2019 at 11:34 AM

