Charles "Chuck" McGilvray
February 9, 1935 - January 24, 2021

Charles McGilvray, of Hemet, California passed away on Sunday, January 24, 2021 He
was born on Saturday, February 9, 1935, in West Hollywood, California, and was the son
of the late John and the late Elizabeth Ryan McGilvray. He was married to the love of his
life, Heather Mac Donald for over 29 years. He served proudly in the US Navy. He was an
accomplished organist, choir director, and chorale singer spanning a career of over 60
years. He was an avid runner and finished ten marathons and numerous half-marathons
and 10K races. He also played the accordion to the delight of his shipmates, family, and
friends at an untold number of gatherings. He was a top salesman at Weber's Bread for 37
years.
Surviving is his wife Heather Mac Donald, sons Mark McGilvray ( Sue ); Matt McGilvray,
daughters Michele Rosser; Monica Murphy ( Patrick ); Marie McGilvray ;Megan Burmester
( Nigel ); step-daughter April Taylor; brother Andrew McGilvray ( Patti ) and sister Jean
Ayers; 13 grandchildren and 18 great-grandchildren.

Comments

“

Dear Aunt Heather and Family of Uncle Chuck, my thoughts and prayers are with all
of you at this sad time. I'm happy I was able to see Uncle Chuck during the Las
family Zoom meeting. I will continue to pray for all of you often.
Love and peace
Belinda

Belinda Bradley - January 27 at 08:09 PM

“

After reading the emails and text messages during the last couple days sent by
Heather about Chuck lying in the bed awaiting the inevitable what came to mind was
that bedtime prayer that we all learned and prayed as we were growing up.
“Now I lay me down to sleep.
I pray the Lord my soul to keep.
If I should die before I wake,
I pray to God my soul to take.
So now as I contemplate the last 29 years, there is no doubt in my mind that the soul
of my wonderful brother-in-law is in heaven with God.
With a tear in my eye, I send condolences and love from Linda and I to Heather, April
and all of Chuck's beautiful family.

Doug MacDonald - January 27 at 01:47 PM

“

That was a beautiful sentiment stating that familiar prayer, it is simple but meaningful and
comforting. Wise words from a wise man. Thank you Uncle Doug. xoxo
Love
Belinda
Belinda Bradley - February 02 at 05:30 PM

“

Our heartfelt condolences to Heather and all of Chucks family. We were so touched
by the living memorial service you put together for Chuck. What more loving thing
you could have done for him we will never know. God Bless all of you. Love,Carol
and Spencer

Carol Stirk - January 26 at 04:51 PM

“

Our heartfelt condolences to you and Chucks family. The living memorial was beautiful and
showed all the love that was given to him. God bless everyone! Love Vaughn and Pat
Patricia - January 26 at 06:23 PM

“

Our condolences to Aunt Heather and all of Uncle Chucks family. He will be sadly missed
but never forgotten. The East Coast sends its love and prayers to
Mark MacDonald - January 26 at 07:45 PM

